


are inadequate. Governments at all levels find it difficult to transfer 
general revenues to maintenance when those funds are needed 
elsewhere. Consequently, long-term maintenance, such as  pavement 
management, is being deferred. 

Safety: To provide for and improve the safety and security of 
transportation customers and the transportation system. 

The safety and security of all individuals who use the regional 
transportation network are of high importance in the 
planning, design, construction, and maintenance of 

Section 4: Transportation Priorities & Policies

investments that promote energy conservation, enhance healthy 
communities, and protect the environment. 

Improving the environmental quality of our neighborhoods and 
communities will lead to a sustainable transportation system and 
economic vitality. This includes finding ways to reduce environmental 
impacts that could potentially result from a transportation project, as 
well as promoting environmentally-efficient modes of transportation 
such as transit, vanpooling, car-sharing, bicycling and walking. 

the regional transportation system. Improvements 
made to the network that aim to reduce fatalities 
and injuries also improve collision rates and traffic 
congestion. While efforts to improve safety should 
be taken across all modes of transportation, there 
is greater emphasis on improving roadway safety for 
auto drivers, bicyclists and pedestrians given the 

Six Regional Priorities 

Economic Vltallty 

Preservation 

Safety 

Moblllty 

Environment 

Stewardship: To continuously improve the quality, 

effectiveness, and efficiency of the regional 
transportation system. 

The integration of land use and transportation policies 
to protect and preserve essential public transportation 
facilities, while working to better manage the 
transportation system will provide for optimum efficiency 
and effective movement of people and goods. 

greater rates of fatalities in these modes. 
Stewardship 

While these are the six regional priorities, Skagit 2040 
also considers project costs and timing in the prioritization 
of regional transportation projects. These factors may 

Moblllty: To improve the predictable movement of 

goods and people throughout the region, including 
congestion relief and Improved freight mobility. 

Improving regional connections to facilitate the movement of people 
and goods in an effort to contribute to a strong economy and a better 
quality of life for the public is crucial for continued growth. Attaining 
greater mobility involves balancing a multimodal network that 
integrates all modes and is able to contribute to an efficient network of 
services meeting varied user needs. Included in this is an emphasis on 
maximizing the operational aspects of existing facilities. 

Environment: To enhance regional quality of /lfe through transportation 

greatly influence the priority of a project for the region. 

The region will strive to ensure that the recommended transportation 
projects provide the best value for the least cost, consistent with least-
cost planning practices. The least-cost planning methodology utilized 
by the region includes an accounting of direct costs and benefits for 
each project evaluated in Skagit 2040. Evaluation is both qualitative 
and quantitative. Each project is evaluated based on the six regional 
priorities of the Plan and improvements in travel demand outputs 
in 2040. Estimated project costs are provided by project sponsors. 
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